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INVITING ALL GENERATIONS INTO A GROWING LIFE WITH JESUS CHRIST



The Gathering

PRELUDE “Psalm 150” Gettys, Boswell, and Papa
Wheaton College Chapel Band Collective

WELCOME Pastor Kellen Smith

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 86:11-12

Pastor: Lord, teach me your way; | will walk in your truth. Make my heart
focused only on honoring your name.
People: | give thanks to you, my Lord, my God, with all my heart, and | will

glorify your name forever.

GREETING ONE ANOTHER

HYMN #450 “Be Thou My Vision”



The Confession

CALL TO CONFESSION Pastor Kat Hatting

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Gracious God, you have called us to live lives of wisdom, discipline, and freedom,

yet we confess how often we allow our desires to rule us. We speak when we should
be silent. We react when we should pause. We indulge when we should exercise
restraint. We allow our appetites, our anger, our fears, and our impulses to become
masters instead of servants. By your grace, forgive us. Forgive us for the times we
have hurt others because we could not control our words. Forgive us for the times

we have chosen what was easy over what was right. Forgive us for the ways we have
allowed temporary desires to distract us from what matters eternally. By your Holy
Spirit, cultivate within us the fruit of self-control. Give us the wisdom to know when to
speak and when to be silent, the courage to resist temptation, the discipline to choose
what is good, and the strength to surrender our desires to your will. Make us more like
Jesus, who lived not according to his own will, but in perfect obedience to you. In his
holy name we pray.

Please continue in silent prayer for confession of personal matters.

DECLARATION OF GOD’S PARDON

Pastor: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

CONFESSION RESPONSE #828 “More Love to Thee” Stanzas 1&2
3



The Offering

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Pastor Kat Hatting

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

DISMISSAL TO KIDS CHURCH

GOOD NEWS

MISSION REPORT Middle School Service Week

OFFERING

Thank you for giving in-person, by text, online, or mailing your gifts into the church office.
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MUSICAL OFFERING “Lord, | Need You” by Matt Maher
Wheaton College Chapel Band Collective

DOXOLOGY (Hymn 606)

PRAYER OF DEDICATION Pastor Kat Hatting
The Word

MESSAGE Pastor Kellen Smith

Growing Season: Cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit

“Free to Choose”
1 Corinthians 9:24-27



The Sending

HYMN
May the Mind of Christ My Savior
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1. May the mind of Christ my Sav-ior live in me from day to day,
2. May the Word of God dwell rich-ly in my heart from hour to hour,
3. May the peace of God, my Fa-ther, rule my life in ev-ery-thing,
4. May the love of Je - sus fill me as the wa - ters fill the sea,
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by his love and power con-trol-ling all I do and say.
so that all may see I tri-umph on - ly through his power.
that I may be calm to com-fort sick and sor - row - ing.
him ex - alt-ing, self a-basing— this is vic - to - ry.
5. May I run the race before me, 6. May his beauty rest upon me
strong and brave to face the foe, as I seek the lost to win,
looking only unto Jesus and may they forget the channel,
as I onward go. seeing only him,
The Worshiping Church 560
WORDS: Kate B. Wilkinson, 1925
MUSIC (ST. LEONARDS 8.7.8.5.): A. Cyril Barham-Gould, 1925
BLESSING
POSTLUDE “May the Mind” Arr. DA Ford

Wheaton College Chapel Band Collective
Pastor Kellen Smith



Sermon Notes

Missed a week? Watch past services at firstpreswheaton.org/livestream.

WELCOME BAPTISM
to the Family!

You’re invited to join the First Pres family!

Contact the church office
to leamn about membership.

Text
GIVEFIRSTPRES to 73256

Online

firstpreswheaton.org/giving

715 N. Carlton Avenue
Wheaton, IL 60187

Offering Plate
Give during worship

@ Mail

firstpreswheaton.org/carecard


http://firstpreswheaton.org/livestream
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SUMMER SERMON SERIES

Growing Season:

Cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit

Today: “Free to Choose”

1 Corinthians 9:24-27
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CULTIVATING THE FRUIT OF THE SEE

Summer is a season of growth. Gardens flourish, crops mature, -

and fruit begins to appear. In the same way, the Holy Spirit
works within believers to cultivate a Christ-shaped life. The fruit
of the Spirit is not a list of achievements but the natural result
of a life rooted in God’s grace. Throughout this series, we will
explore how the Spirit grows these qualities in us and how they

shape our work, witness, and walk with Jesus.

Service at 10:30 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 a.m.
firstpreswheaton.org/livestream

Special Music Today by
Wheaton College Chapel Band
Collective

We’'re glad to have members of the Wheaton
College Chapel Band Collective with us this
morning, helping lead us in worship. We're
grateful for the opportunity to welcome these
gifted students and a
have them share in >
our music ministry =
under the direction
of Pastor Donté.

Prayer
After Services

Memorial Tree
Dedication

Today we will dedicate a tree planted
on the church grounds in memory of
beloved deacon, Alan Konfirst, who
passed away in 2025.

The brief dedication ceremony will take place in front of
the Parish House at 11:45 a.m., immediately following
the 10:30 worship service. All are invited to join us as
we remember Alan with gratitude and honor his faithful
service to our church community. Thank you to all
deacons, past and present, whose donations made this
memorial possible.

You are invited to pray with a member of our Prayer Team
after each service at the front of the church (Chancel).

A We would be honored to lift up a concern or celebration in prayer with you.



http://firstpreswheaton.org/livestream

Rooted Kids, our new mid-week program is here!

See the details below and register at firstpreswheaton.org/RootedKids

Volunteer Opportunities!
Questions? Contact Stacey Chvatal at schvatal@firstpreswheaton.org

Registration for Rooted Kids, our brand-new after-school midweek ministry for
elementary-aged kids is open!

Think Vacation Bible School every Wednesday, without having to wait until summer! Each week
will feature an afternoon filled with faith, fun, friendships, and hands-on activities that help kids
know Jesus, grow in their faith, and build lasting friendships.

Session 1: Wednesdays from September 30 — November 18

Time: 3:45-5:30 p.m.
Kids will begin each afternoon with a snack and hangout time before rotating through four
engaging, hands-on activity stations.

Location: First Pres Wheaton
Who Can Attend? Kindergarten—5th Grade
Cost: $90 per student ($70 per student with volunteer discount)

We can’t wait to make Wednesday afternoons the highlight of your child’s week
and a place to make friends, discover God’s love, and grow in faith together.

S5th Sundays at First Pres
2026 Concert Series '

Sunday, August 30 — 4:00 p.m.
Lumina Piano Duo

Join us for this free concert, featuring:
Hyejin Cho (Piano Faculty at Wheaton College)
Jun-Hee Han (Piano Faculty at North Central College)



http://firstpreswheaton.org/RootedKids
mailto:schvatal%40firstpreswheaton.org?subject=

For All Generations:
Halfway Celebration

T
FOR U ALL
GENERATIONS

Join us on Sunday, September 20, as we celebrate
the halfway point of our For All Generations
capital campaign. We'll celebrate what God has
already accomplished through this campaign, share
an update on our renovation plans, and look ahead
to the exciting work still before us. Most importantly,
we’ll rediscover that this campaign is about far
more than a building, it's about strengthening our
church’s ministry and expanding our impact now
and for generations to come. Come and see how
we all have a part to play!

2026

FORTY-FIRST

WHEATON ARNUES

>/ LEADERSHIP

PRAYER BREAKFAST

SEPTEMBER 11, 2026
THE ABBINGTON

Wheaton Leadership Prayer
Breakfast

Friday, September 11 at 7:00 a.m.

Join your church family at the Wheaton Leadership
Prayer Breakfast at Abbington Distinctive Banquets
in Glen Ellyn. Longtime church member and former
Wheaton Mayor, Jim Carr, will be the featured
speaker, reflecting on leadership in uncertain times
on the 25th anniversary of 9/11. The breakfast
brings together Wheaton business people, civic
leaders, and churches to pray for our community
and its leaders.

We have 20 reserved seats (10 per table) with
First Pres members which are first come/first

serve. Register and learn more at firstpreswheaton.
org/PrayerBreakfast. The registration deadline is
Wednesday, September 2.

Sunday, September 13
Welcome Back Sunday
and Fall Picnic

* Return to two services: 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
+ Children’s Sunday School resumes at 10:30 a.m.
* Adult Education resumes at 10:30 a.m.
* Genesis Middle School Ministry resumes
at 10:30 a.m.

Welcome Back Picnic at noon
* Food and fellowship, bounce house,
and activities for all ages!
» Deacons are grilling hamburgers, hotdogs,
brats and chicken breasts.

We look forward to seeing you!
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Serving Opportunity
at Heidi’s House
Exodus World Service is seeking volunteer drivers
and chaperones to help transport students to the
after school program at Heidi's House in Wheaton,
Mon-Thurs, 4:00-7:00 p.m. A 12-passenger bus is
provided, no special license is needed. Two unrelated
adults must ride together, so consider signing up
with a friend! Interested? Contact Pastor Kat.

EXODUS

world service

Serve at The Bridge

The next service opportunity
with The Bridge in Chicago is
on Tuesday, September 15. Details to come.

THE BRIDGE

Sel conpected



http://firstpreswheaton.org/PrayerBreakfast
http://firstpreswheaton.org/PrayerBreakfast

Horizons Women'’s Bible Study
First Tuesday of the month, starting September 2
10:00 a.m. in the Living Room

All ladies are invited to this year’s Horizons Women'’s Bible Study,
United Through Christ, Bound to Each Other, by Rhonda
Mawhood Jee. Join Pastor Kat as we explore First Corinthians,
written to a diverse church struggling with conflict and division.
Together, we will explore familiar passages on the Lord’s Supper,
spiritual gifts, and love within the larger context of Paul’s call to
unity in Christ. This study invites us to consider how God’s life-giving love can shape the way we live, serve,
and remain faithful together today.

Books are available in the church office or at the first session for $14. Questions? Contact Pastor Kat at
khatting@firstpreswheaton.org.

Kids Church at 10:30
e Kids Church is offered during the 10:30 service
KI for children 4 years old through entering 5th grade.
[ g Children will start in the Sanctuary with their families
M n sl ‘r and then be invited down to LL105 during the service
y for an age-appropriate Bible lesson and activity.

Childcare is available in LL103 for ages 3 and under.

First Pres

For more information, contact Stacey Chvatal
at schvatal@firstpreswheaton.org.
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Genesis @
N4

High School
Ministry

Genesis and WF Upcoming Events: Check your email for details.

Genesis Middle School Ministry: Wednesday, August 19 event at 7:00 p.m.
WF High School Ministry: WF event tonight at 7:00 p.m.
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The chancel flowers are given in memory of
Robert F. Day and Juanita M. Day by Robert and Joanna Day.

Chancel
Flowers

First Pres Food Pantry

Local food pantries are seeing an increase in the number of people seeking assistance. While we have a
monthly focus, we invite you to bring any non-perishable food
or personal hygiene items to help meet the needs.

All donations support our partners at the Interfaith Food This month’s focus:
Pantry and the People’s Resource Center. Canned Goods AR

Thank you for your generosity and care for our neighbors!

Welcome to this week’s opportunity to pray in community

Prayers for our Church Family

+ Healing for Becki Blauser, who is at home recovering from hip surgery
+ Comfort for Shelley lliff, whose father passed away recently
« Strength for Cindy Heisler’s brother, Bill, who is hospitalized with cardiac issues

Prayer Requests may be made by filling out the online request form at

firstpreswheaton.org/PrayerRequest, or by emailing or calling the church office at 630-668-5147.

Church Office Hours
Monday through Thursday — 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Friday — 8:30 a.m.-12:00 noon

The First Pres calendar of events is available online at: firstpreswheaton.org/calendar.

715 North Carlton Avenue, Wheaton, IL 60187

=} FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH Phone: 630-668-5147
D of Wheaton Email: office@firstpreswheaton.org

www.firstpreswheaton.org
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