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INVITING ALL GENERATIONS INTO A GROWING LIFE WITH JESUS CHRIST



The Gathering

PRELUDE “l Know” Big Daddy Weave
The Spiegel Men

WELCOME Pastor Kellen Smith

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 36:5-7

Pastor: Lord, your faithful love reaches heaven; your faithfulness extends to the

clouds.
People: Your righteousness is like the strongest mountains; your justice is like

the deepest sea.
Pastor: Lord, you save both humans and animals.
People: Your faithful love is priceless, God! Humanity finds refuge in the -

shadow of your wings.

GREETING ONE ANOTHER

HYMN #12 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”



The Confession

CALL TO CONFESSION Hannah Curry, Student Ministry Director

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Faithful God, your love never fails. Your promises never falter. Your mercies are new
every morning and your faithfulness endures through every generation. Yet we confess
that we have not always been faithful. We have been quick to make promises and slow
to keep them. We have allowed fear, distraction, and selfish ambition to pull us away
from wholehearted devotion to you. We have neglected opportunities to serve, to
encourage, and to love. Too often, we have trusted in ourselves more than in your
unfailing grace. Forgive us, Lord. Thank you for your steadfast love that never lets

us go. When our faith is weak, remain our strength. When we wander, draw us back.
When we fail, restore us by your mercy. By your Holy Spirit, cultivate within us the fruit
of faithfulness. Make us faithful in the small things and the great things, faithful in our
homes and our work, faithful in our relationships, faithful in our witness, and faithful in
following Jesus wherever he leads. In his holy name we pray.

Please continue in silent prayer for confession of personal matters.

DECLARATION OF GOD’S PARDON

Pastor: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

CONFESSION RESPONSE #828 “More Love to Thee” Stanza 1



The Offering

DISMISSAL TO KIDS CHURCH

GOOD NEWS Hannah Curry

CALL FOR THE OFFERING

Thank you for giving in-person, by text, online, or mailing your gifts into the church office.

MUSICAL OFFERING “Wildflowers” by Brandon Lake
The Spiegel Men

DOXOLOGY (Hymn 606)

PRAYER OF DEDICATION Pastor Donté Ford



The Word

MESSAGE Pastor Kellen Smith

Growing Season

“Steady Through the Seasons”
Lamentations 3:22-26

The Sacrament

HYMN OF PREPARATION “How Deep the Father’s Love For Us”
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How deep the Fa ther's love for us, how vast be-yond al meas - ure that He should give His on-1ly Son to

I will notboastin an - y-thing: No gifts, no pow'r,no wis - dom. But I will boastin Je-sus Christ: His
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make a wretch His treas - ure. How great the pain of sear - ing loss. The Fa - ther turns His face a-way as
death and res - ur - rec - tion. Why should I gain from His__ re- ward? I can - not give an an -  Swer. But

wounds  which mar the Cho - sen One bring man - y sons to glo - ry.
this I know with all my  heart: His wounds have paid my ran - som.

© 1995 Thankyou Music Ltd

COMMUNION Pastor Kellen Smith
The Invitation to the Table
Prayer of Thanksgiving



Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Words of Institution

Sharing the Meal

Communion Song  “Fruit of the Spirit” by Garreth Simmonds
The Spiegel Men

Prayer After Communion

The Sending

HYMN #39 “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

BLESSING Pastor Kellen Smith

POSTLUDE Donté Ford, Piano



Sermon Notes

Missed a week? Watch past services at firstpreswheaton.org/livestream.

Please fill out a Connect Card
o Visit the Welcome Desk

. firstpreswheaton,org/Guest el o T Fill out a Care Card in person or online at
- : v firstpreswheaton.org/carecard

Text
GIVEFIRSTPRES to 73256

Online
firstpreswheaton.org/giving

Mail

Join C.—_I
the Family! Y
715 N. Carlton Avenue

You're invited to be part of the First Pres family! Wheaton, IL 60187
Contact the church office to learn about membership. Offering Plate

Give during worship



http://firstpreswheaton.org/livestream
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Growing Season:
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SUMMER SERMON SERIES \
Cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit k
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Today -

“Steady Through the Seasons”
Lamentations 3:22-26

Service at 10:30 a.m. / Livestream at 10:30 a.m.
firstpreswheaton.org/livestream

Summer is a season of growth. Gardens flourish, crops mature, and fruit begins to appear. In the same
way, the Holy Spirit works within believers to cultivate a Christ-shaped life. The fruit of the Spirit is not
a list of achievements but the natural result of a life rooted in God’s grace. Throughout this nine-week
series, we will explore how the Spirit grows these qualities in us and how they shape our work, witness,
and walk with Jesus.

— Today is Communion Sunday -

Communion will be served at today’s service.

Prayer, You are invited to pray with a member of our Prayer Team
After Services after each service at the front of the church (Chancel).
‘ ) y We would be honored to lift up a concern or celebration in prayer with you.



http://firstpreswheaton.org/livestream

Blessing of the Backpacks / Ice Cream Social
Sunday, August 9

Following
. the service,
paCkpack or e e
Ice Cream
preschool bag Social on
’;Z ;;3;02 to the church
lawn. All
special tag are invited.

and blessing.

o
Sth Sundays at First Pre

2026 Concert Series

Sunday, August 30 — 4:00 p.m.
Lumina Piano Duo

Join us for this free concert, featuring:
Hyejin Cho (Piano Faculty at Wheaton College)
Jun-Hee Han (Piano Faculty at North Central College)




Memorial Tree Dedication

On Sunday, August 16, l
we will dedicate a tree '
planted on the church
grounds in memory of
beloved deacon, Alan
Konfirst, who passed
away in 2025.

The brief dedication ceremony will take place in

front of the Parish House at 11:45 a.m., immediately

following the 10:30 worship service. All are invited
to join us as we remember Alan with gratitude and
honor his faithful service to our church community.
Thank you to all deacons, past and present, whose
donations made this memorial possible.

Help Restock the
PRC Food Pantry

During this week’s severe storms, the People’s

Resource Center food pantry in Wheaton lost
power and was forced to discard nearly three
tons of refrigerated and frozen food.

You can help the pantry restock by making
a financial gift or donating fresh produce.

Current needs include avocados, clementines,

corn, bell peppers, onions, and watermelon.
See their donation hours or donate funds
online. Thank you for your generosity to our
most vulnerable neighbors!

Sunday, September 13
Welcome Back Sunday
and Fall Picnic

* Two services resume
» The Welcome Back Picnic starts at 12:00 noon
on the church lawn
* Friends and neighbors are invited!

WelcomeBack 4 * ",
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PICNIER::">
SUNDAY *. %4
SEPTEMBER 13 *

AT 12:00 NOON ) S *

First Pres Food Pantry

Local food pantries are seeing an increase
in the number of people seeking assistance.
While we have a monthly focus, we invite you
to bring any non-perishable food or personal
hygiene items to help meet the needs.

All donations support our partners at the
Interfaith Food Pantry and the People’s
Resource Center.

Thank you for your generosity and care for
our neighbors!
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Women’s Retreat First Pres Wheaton

Our annual Women'’s Retreat is returning to the
beautiful Siena Retreat Center in Racine, Wisconsin,
October 3-4, 2026, with our own Pastor Kat as -
speaker. Want to start the weekend early? Join us : . L
Friday evening, October 2, for a group dinner — a ) oy

wonderful way to ease in and connect before the /\W\/
full retreat begins. See the details and register at: ' S
firstpreswheaton.org/WWomensRetreat2026.
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L Connection -I
Rest & Renewal
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Early bird registration is open through August 31.

Kids Church at 10:30

0 o Kids Church is offered during the 10:30 service

E KI for children 4 years old through entering 5th grade.
- Col= Children will start in the Sanctuary with their families
g M n sl ‘r and then be invited down to LL105 during the service
L y for an age-appropriate Bible lesson and activity.

Childcare is available in LL103 for ages 3 and under.

For more information, contact Stacey Chvatal
at schvatal@firstpreswheaton.org.

IHEATQ,
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Genesis @
N4

High School
Ministry

Genesis and WF Upcoming Events: Check your email for details.

Genesis Middle School Ministry: Offsest event on Wednesday, August 5
WF High School Ministry: Offsite event tonight at 7:00 p.m.



http://firstpreswheaton.org/WomensRetreat2026
mailto:schvatal%40firstpreswheaton.org?subject=

. The chancel flowers are given by the family of
Chancel Walter Scott Kenton in loving memory and in honor of
Flowers his birthday, August 4th.

Welcome to this week’s opportunity to pray in community

Prayers for our Church Family

» Comfort for Chris Nickell and family upon the passing of his mother, longtime
member Kathy Nickell, on July 23

» Healing for Peggy & Tom Samuelson’s granddaughter, Taylor, who had surgery
this week

Prayer Requests may be made by filling out the online request form at

firstpreswheaton.org/PrayerRequest, or by emailing or calling the church office at 630-668-5147.

Church Office Hours

Monday through Thursday — 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Friday — 8:30 a.m.-12:00 noon

The First Pres calendar of events is available online at: firstpreswheaton.org/calendar.

n 715 North Carlton Avenue, Wheaton, IL 60187
[ =i} FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH Phone: 630-668-5147
D of Wheaton Email: office@firstpreswheaton.org

www.firstpreswheaton.org
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