First Pres Family,
Happy New Year!
Whether your holiday plans were interrupted as many were or you’re feeling
hopeful headed into 2022, I pray that you’ll be looking for how God will show
up in your life and circumstance this year. In spite of the challenges that may
lay ahead, I’m expectant for the ways the Lord
will guide our church in the coming days and
months.
We’ll be starting the year with a sermon series
focused on practicing spiritual disciplines and I
also encourage you to select a daily devotional
or a Bible reading plan. Having just completed
my annual audio Bible, I can testify to the power
of being intentional about your spiritual growth.
It’s an unparalleled gift! Because we believe
that God is still speaking through his word,
I encourage you to spend time each day
immersing yourself in scripture.
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Know that as we begin a new calendar year,
I’m praying for you and those you love. I look forward to seeing you for
worship in person and online.
God bless you,

Pastor Kellen

Annual Congregational Meeting
This year’s Annual Congregational Meeting is scheduled for
Sunday, January 30, following the 10:30 service.

SERMON SERIES – JANUARY 9-30 AT 10:30 a.m.

Airplane Mode: Practicing Spiritual Disciplines

We live in a noisy world. The 24-hour news cycle is relentless. Even when alone, we’re
bombarded with texts, emails, and social media messages. The Lord’s invitation to seek
solitude and silence isn’t only about finding a quiet place, it’s also about discovering
the gift of removing ourselves from the cacophony of messages to find our rest in God.
Drawing from the life of Jesus and the Apostle Paul, this series extends that invitation at
four critical life junctures: a big decision, a big loss, a big job, and a big change. At each
point, a time of silence, solitude, and prayer in God’s presence can heal us of the past
and prepare us for our futures.

PRACTICING
SPIRITUAL
DISCIPLINES

Week 1 – January 9: A Big Decision Luke 6:12-16
Just as Jesus withdrew and sought silence before
announcing the twelve disciples who would lead the
effort to share the good news with the world, we also
grow from a time apart in the midst of big decisions in our
lives. In this message we’ll learn that when approaching
a major decision, an intentional time of silence lends us
wisdom and confirms that we are following God’s lead.
Week 2 – January 16: A Big Loss Matthew 14:1-13
After hearing of his cousin John’s death, Jesus seeks
solitude before returning to his ministry. This week
we’ll see how solitude makes space for grief – and
ultimately for hope. A time apart can help us heal after
experiencing a loss.

Week 3 – January 23: A Big Job Mark 1:35–37
As Jesus begins his public ministry of preaching, he
seeks time apart with God in prayer. We’ll hear how
when faced with any new or significant task, a time
spent alone in prayer empowers us for the work ahead.
Week 4 – January 30: A Big Change
Galatians 1:11-17
The Apostle Paul, upon receiving his call to ministry,
travels to Arabia to affirm his new identity in Christ.
We’ll consider how setting aside a time and place apart
before embarking upon any life change has the power
to renew and prepare us for whatever God has in store.

JANUARY ADULT EDUCATION
“On Mission Together: An Education
Series on Serving Our Community”

ADULT
EDUCATION

Sundays, January 9-30 at 10:30 a.m.
I was hungry and you gave me food to eat. I was thirsty and you gave
me a drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me. I was naked and
you gave me clothes to wear. I was sick and you took care of me.
I was in prison and you visited me.
– Matthew 25:35-36
In the new year, you’re invited to learn about how our faith can be
applied to helping those in need around us by hearing directly from
several First Pres mission partners. One of the steps in our church’s
discipleship path is to “serve in a ministry or with a mission
partner.” Discover how serving others deepens your life with Christ and
uplifts our community.
January 9
January 16
January 23
January 30
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Sue Horgan, Executive Director, Exodus World Service
Peter Lawson, Ministry Program Director, Mission USA: The Bridge
Nate Kaunley, CEO, Outreach Community Ministries
Hester Bury, Director of Corporate and Foundation Giving, Northern Illinois Food Bank

Pastor Kellen enjoyed visiting with
residents at Windsor Park last month.

Exodus
World Service
With all the news about Afghan refugees
currently being placed in the United
States, First Pres church has an upcoming
opportunity to educate ourselves about
refugees and how to help welcome a
refugee family or two right here in DuPage
County. The mission committee is bringing
the good works of Exodus World Service,
one of our church's mission partners,
to our attention during the first quarter
in 2022.
To begin, join us during the Adult
Education Hour on Sunday, January 9,
where we will have an opportunity to learn
how we can put our faith into action and
service this community of refugees.

WESTMINSTER
CHOIR

Thank you to our amazing Westminster Choir
and numerous vocal and musical guests,
who created a special season of holiday music.
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Abundant Compassion
Matthew 25
We have accepted the Matthew 25 invitation to help our denomination become a more
relevant presence in the world. We recognize Christ's urgent call to be a church of action,
where God's love, justice and mercy shine forth and are contagious. And we rejoice how
our re-energized faith can unite all Presbyterians for a common and holy purpose: our
common identity to do mission.
Areas of Focus
Building congregational vitality • Dismantling structural racism • Eradicating systemic poverty

Christmas Sharing Report
First Pres Wheaton and Holy Cross Lutheran
gave away $38,000 worth of goods at this year’s
Christmas Sharing!
• Our church raised $19,178
• We gave away $4,000 worth of coats
• First Pres filled 200 food boxes totaling $3,400
Amazing results, all made possible because of
your generosity. Thank you to all who gave and
served.

Outreach Senior Christmas Luncheon
Good tidings of comfort and joy filled Stewart Hall on December 17 as over 120
older adults from Outreach Community Center celebrated the Christmas season
in style. Dressed in their festive wear, the older adults from Carol Stream were
served a delicious ham meal, listened to the Franklin Middle School choir, and
filled the room with joyful sounds as they did a sing-a-long. Over 30 volunteers
came together to make sure the day was special for the guests.
Many hearts were filled with
warmth, peace, and the
Christmas spirit. Thank you to
First Presbyterian Church of
Wheaton, Gary United Methodist
Church, and all the others for your
financial contributions, precious
time, and creative efforts to make
this event such a special one for
the clients of Outreach.
		
– Kim VanOss,
		
Outreach Community Center
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Preschool Toy Drive
In December, First Pres Preschool families collected toys to support the
Outreach Community Center Christmas Store. The Outreach Community
Center in Carol Stream is a multi-purpose neighborhood resource center
serving residents in southeast Carol Stream since 1986. Their goal is to
help neighborhood residents work together to build a stronger community.

Women’s Ministry
Over 50 loaves of holiday breads were baked and wrapped by Hannah and
Elizabeth-Rebecca circles, and were delivered to First Pres members living
in non-single living facilities. A loaf was set aside for each of the church office
volunteers with a special thank you for their time.

Continually Lending
a Helping Hand

Thank you Women’s Ministry for your outpouring of Christmas love!

Faithful volunteers from First
Pres continue to serve others
by delivering meals on a
monthly basis to those most
in need in DuPage county.
Thank you to all our
volunteers!
The next opportunity
to serve is Tuesday,
January 11 at 4:00 p.m.

2021 Giving Trees
Once more our church family shared their love and concern for our Christian
siblings at the Home for Veterans, Marklund Charities, and the DuPage Care
Center. All of the requests were filled. It is such a blessing of care that our
church family shared God’s love with God’s children. Thank you!
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Four and five year-old preschool classes held a Holiday Concert in the Sanctuary.

Kids Ministry kicked off the Advent Season
with our annual Family Nativity Night.

Christmas Eve
Family Service

Our Family Christmas Eve Service was an
interactive, child-led service, welcoming all
children in attendance to be a part of the
festivities with singing and the ringing of bells.

Winter/Spring Session for SHINE! midweek program
for grades K–8 runs from January 26-March 23.
Wednesdays from 5:00-6:30 p.m.
Register at firstpreswheaton.org/SHINEWinter.
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– Chandra Gravit,
Director of Preschool and Kids Ministry

Genesis Middle School
Ministry
In December our Genesis students had
the opportunity to give to our Church
neighbors by hand delivering poinsettias
to each house. Right before Christmas
we got together for another night out to
Enchanted Castle and then ended the
night watching Christmas movies back
at the Church! This month we also
asked and talked about some of life's
'Big Questions' during our Sunday get togethers. It was an amazing month filled with fun,
lots of candy canes, hot chocolate and growing in faith!
The Genesis Winter Retreat will be February 11-13 at Camp Timber-lee.

WF High School Ministry
The big highlight for the month of December was getting
to have our annual Progressive Dinner again! We gathered
for a wonderful night with lots of food and had great conversations and we
even had a cameo from Santa Claus himself! Our WF students also had the
opportunity to be a part of our Sunday morning services by lighting the advent
candles and reading scripture. We also talked about what the season of
Advent means and had the opportunity to watch a video that showed us what
life may have really looked like when Jesus was born.
The WF Winter Retreat will be at Camp Timber-lee from February 25-27.
– Jordan Stevens,
Director of Student Ministries

Boy Scout Troop 23
Thank you to those in our congregation who donated
Fallen Hero Wreaths during Troop 23's greenery
Fundraiser. Our 3rd annual wreath laying ceremony
was held December 4, with 106 heroes honored at
Wheaton Cemetery and Memorial Park, over double
previous years.
Thank you to Troop 23 for the donation of the live
wreaths around the church and for participating in
Christmas sharing. Each patrol has contributed a box.
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Saturdays at 7:00 a.m.

Starting January 8 via Zoom
Zoom Link: firstpreswheaton.org/MensBible
Our new men’s bible study begins on January 8. We will
be using the The Life of Paul – Rose Visual Bible Study
for this 6-week study, which covers the Apostle’s
conversion on the road to Damascus, and his subsequent
ministry.
You can request to have each
chapter emailed to you weekly by
emailing robharrin@comcast.net.
Purchase of the book is suggested,
but not required. The book is
available through Amazon or at
firstpreswheaton.org/PaulStudy.

First Pres Blood Drive
Saturday, January 15
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon
JANUARY IS NATIONAL BLOOD DONOR MONTH!
We can process up to 32 donors –
so there is a LOT of availability!
Make sure to eat a healthy meal and
drink plenty of water before donating.
Donate and receive a limited-edition pair of
Versiti socks, while supplies last.

Schedule your appointment at:
firstpreswheaton.org/BloodDrive

January Book Club
Thursday, January 27, 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
The Midnight Library by Matt Haig
Nora Seed finds herself in a library that contains an infinite number of books, each
one the story of another reality. One tells the story of your life as it is, along with
another book for the other life you could have lived if you had made a different
choice at any point in your life. Faced with the possibility of changing her life for
a new one, Nora must search within herself as she travels through the Midnight
Library to decide what is truly fulfilling in life, and what makes it worth living in the
first place. Join your FPC book club for a great discussion of this book and wonderful fellowship. For questions and
the zoom link contact the church office at office@firstpreswheaton.org.

Program Schedules and Church Office Hours
The First Pres calendar of events is available online at: firstpreswheaton.org/calendar.

Church Office Hours: Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
of Wheaton
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715 North Carlton Avenue, Wheaton, Illinois 60187
Phone: 630-668-5147
www.firstpreswheaton.org office@firstpreswheaton.org

