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FIRST LOOK

Revelatory Giving
I would like to begin this article by giving thanks to Pastor
Kellen for his recent sermon series, “A Generous Life.”
The nine promises he highlighted reminded me that
giving is discipleship, a demonstration of faith in God’s
promises to us. The message of how we are blessed
by giving is important to keep near to our hearts as we
consider giving a revelatory gift versus a reasonable one.
The impact stories during the offertories throughout the three-week series in October help us remember
that while our church gives in clear and measurable ways to our community, First Pres also gives to and
supports our members in real and constructive ways. There were references to the mid-week kids’
ministry programs, baptisms, mission trips, weddings and funerals. Hospital visits and other forms of
pastoral care were also mentioned. These are all examples of how the financial support of our members
is returned to us in caring, faithful ways.
As the elder for our 2022 Generosity Campaign, I want to thank everyone who dedicated their pledge
cards on Generosity Sunday – your gifts will be returned to you through the many blessings of this church
and God’s promises to you. For those who haven’t yet committed, there is still time for you to discern what
God’s promises and this church mean to you and make a pledge.
Whether you’re pledging for the first time or perhaps tithing ten percent of your household income for the
first time, please prayerfully consider a generous gift that will help us continue the wonderful ministries
of this church. You may complete a pledge card by hand and return it to the office or complete the online
form that can be found at www.firstpreswheaton.org/generosity. Thank you for your prayerful and financial
support of God’s mission through our congregation.
								 – Annette Shoemaker, Elder

Thankful…it’s what we feel when we receive a gift. This two-part series
looks at the gifts God has given us. We will see that God is the perfect
gift-giver. As we cultivate gratitude in our lives, we will remember his
gifts, and more deeply understand the power of thankfulness.

SERMON SERIES

Every Good Gift:
The Power
of Thankfulness

November 7 James 1:16–18
The Perfect Giver: We can be thankful that God is a perfect gift-giver
in his blessings of life to all humanity and salvation through Jesus.
November 14 Deuteronomy 4:9-14
Remember the Good: We can remember the good things God has
done for us and cultivate gratitude.

An Authentic Advent

Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

Sundays, November 14 and 21
Led by: Maryanne Kyle-Di Pietropaolo
and Henrieta Ribeiro

What is Advent about? Did you know that Advent was created as a time for self-examination and
repentance in anticipation of the incarnation?
We invite you on a personal journey of preparation of our hearts and minds in this time before Advent.
Maryanne Kyle-Di Pietropaolo is a national speaker, facilitator and
trainer with over 35 years of experience in leadership and personal
development. Henrieta Ribeiro has an MA in Marriage and Family
Therapy and has run and participated in numerous support groups
focusing on personal development and healthy interpersonal
relationships.

The Grand Miracle

Sundays, November 28-December 19
Led by: Dr. David Downing and Dr. Crystal Downing
CS Lewis once referred to the Incarnation, God taking on flesh,
as the Grand Miracle. In this season when we celebrate the Grand Miracle swaddled in a manager, we
will talk about how that miracle affected the lives of CS Lewis and one of the most important influences
on his spiritual life, Dorothy L Sayers.
We’ll learn about the miracle that transformed Lewis from a cynical atheist to an ardent advocate of
the Incarnation, how the Incarnation and Father Christmas affected his Narnia Chronicles, and about
Christmas plays written by Sayers for BBC radio and the miracle that resulted from the broadcasts.
The Downings will also do dramatic readings from Sayers’s Christmas plays.
– David and Crystal Downing are co-directors of the Marion E. Wade Center in Wheaton, the most
comprehensive archive in the world for published and unpublished materials by and about CS Lewis
and six of his most important British influences.

2

Join the Choir!
Now is an excellent time to join the Westminster Choir, as we will soon be starting on music for Advent and
Christmas. If you love to sing, there are many reasons why you should join the choir:
Singing in a choir improves the way you hear music, draws out your innate musical ability and intensifies
your appreciation of harmony.
Singing in a choir is good for your mental health as it exercising both sides of the brain: the analytical
and the emotional/aesthetic.
Singing in a choir improves your musical confidence and brings satisfaction as you participate in an
endeavor where the sum is greater than the parts.
Singing in a choir provides a fellowship and sense of belonging, especially important during this time of
increased isolation.
Singing in a choir provides excellent aerobic activity, as the act of warming up the voice causes deeper
breathing and better oxygenation of the blood. It also encourages good posture.
Even beyond all of those things, singing in a church choir enables you to be a part of the worship team, bringing praises
to God as a special “offering” of the congregation, and helping lead the congregation in worship. Won’t you join us?
											–
Daniel Sommerville, Director
Remember:
											
dsommerville@firstpreswheaton.org
Childcare is available on Sunday mornings
during the times we are singing!
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Abundant Compassion
Matthew 25
We have accepted the Matthew 25 invitation to help our denomination
become a more relevant presence in the world. We recognize Christ's
urgent call to be a church of action, where God's love, justice and mercy
shine forth and are contagious. And we rejoice how our re-energized
faith can unite all Presbyterians for a common and holy purpose: our
common identity to do mission.
Areas of Focus:
		 • Building congregational vitality
		 • Dismantling structural racism
		 • Eradicating systemic poverty

Thank you Mobile Food Pantry Volunteers!
On October 9, our 25 volunteers served 59 families and 262 family
members! The Northern Illinois Food Bank couldn’t have done it
without these volunteers and the financial support of the First
Presbyterian Church. Thank you to our church members and
our Boy Scouts and their parents who served at this event.
If you would like to volunteer at a food distribution event or in the
warehouse in Geneva – you can view the volunteer calendar at:
www.solvehungertoday.org/volunteer.
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Dress-A-Girl
We had a small, but mighty group
that completed 15 dresses at the
Dress-A-Girl workshop held on October
7 and 8. A month ago we delivered over
100 dresses (most made by members in
their homes during COVID) to the Illinois
Dress a Girl Ambassador! The dresses
are a great blessing for the girls in need
who receive them.
Our next workshop will be held on
March 10 and 11, 2022.

Food Distribution
Volunteers Needed

Lend a helping hand
Tuesday, November 9
4:00-5:00 p.m.
Our next opportunity to serve is
coming up soon. We will be back
at the Red Roof Inn in Naperville
(Rt. 59 and Diehl Rd), and will be
delivering meals for 40-50 guests.
If you are available to help us
distribute meals, please contact
the church office.

Schedule Your Appointment at firstpreswheaton.org/BloodDrive
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Abundant Compassion
Once again we will be partnering with Holy Cross
Lutheran Church to deliver food from NIFB, gift
cards, new coats and a “NON-FOOD” item gift box
for our guests this year. The empty gift boxes will
be handed out at First Pres, starting November 7.
The filled boxes need have the items fit snugly with
the lid closed completely, for easy stacking. Gift boxes MUST be returned to Holy Cross Lutheran Church,
802 E. Geneva Road, Wheaton between Monday, December 6 and Friday, December 10. Cash donations
are also accepted online or by check. Please select “Christmas Sharing fund” online or add it in the memo
line of your check. All funds will be used to purchase $20,000 worth of gift cards to be handed out. As
always, your unending support of this vital program is greatly appreciated! Contact the church office for
additional information.
List of Contents for Christmas Sharing Gift Boxes:
Toilet Paper
Paper Towels
Kleenex
Bath Soap

4 rolls
2 rolls
2 boxes
4 bars

Shampoo
Deodorant
Toothpaste

1 large
2
2

Toothbrush
Band aids
Cleaner

4
30 ct.
1 bottle

– Upcoming Christmas Sharing Fundraisers –
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Monday, November 8
Panda Express
Danada Square South, Wheaton
10:30 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Monday, November 15
Panera
Rice Lake Square, Wheaton
4:00-8:00 p.m.

Order online at PandaExpress.com or the app.
Enter 330121 in the promo code box.
Order in-Person: Bring a copy of this printed
information or show it on your smartphone
Order ahead or on the event day
Monday, November 8, 2021

Order online at panerabread.com and enter code
PRFUND at checkout. You can also bring this flyer or show
a digital version to the cashier when ordering at the cafe to
ensure your organization gets a portion of the proceeds.

Food Pantry Sunday
Resumes November 28

Be the Light
Candle Fundraiser

Items may be dropped off in the Rotunda any time!

by "Love Your Neighbor"
Thursday, November 4 – 5:00-8:00 p.m. and
Friday, November 5 – 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
In the Rotunda

Help feed the hungry at the
Interfaith Food Pantry in
Carol Stream

This sale offers candles and holiday items as a fundraiser
for "Love Your Neighbor," a non-profit organization that
fully furnishes houses for families transitioning out of
situations like homelessness, domestic abuse, sex
trafficking, etc., as an expression of faith in Jesus Christ.

The Interfaith Food Pantry in Carol Stream provides food,
household items and personal items to people in need
in Wheaton, Warrenville, Winfield, Glen Ellyn, Glendale
Heights, and Carol Stream. More than 125 families, over
400 people, are served each month by our volunteers.

"Love Your Neighbor" partners with these local
organizations that refer the families in need: Habitat for
Humanity, Bridge Communities, Naomi's House and Hesed
House. Funds raised, along with donated furnishings
from the community furnish the spaces so that families,
graduating from these programs with almost nothing,
are able to start off in a peaceful, fully-designed space.
The group installs 24-30 families a year, also providing
bibles to each family member and praying with them
and over them throughout the year. Learn more at
firstpreswheaton.org/BeTheLight.

We need your help:
• Each three-hour shift has three volunteers
• You can help once a month or as often as once a week
• Great for retirees or stay-at-home parents
• We’ll train you – it’s easy and inspiring!
The Pantry is open:
Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. to noon
Tuesdays and Thursdays, noon to 3:00 p.m.
If you, or you and your friends, would like to volunteer or
would like more information, contact the church office.

Serve Holiday Joy to a Senior
The holidays are looking brighter for some older adults living in Southeast Carol Stream. Outreach Community
Center is looking forward to hosting the annual in-person Christmas luncheon for 150 older adults at First Pres
on Friday, December 17. Our church is one of the biggest supporters of OCC and through your past generous
donations and gracious service, this annual event has graced the lives of many older adults.
This year’s luncheon will be serving a traditional holiday meal to the guests. Entertainment will be provided by
a student musical group from District 200, and each guest will receive an individual gift.
There are two ways you can help serve holiday joy to a senior:
• Your generous donation can be made by check or online (please select Outreach Senior Luncheon as the
fund) and will help provide this Christmas experience to an Outreach senior. Checks can be made out to
Outreach Community Center and given to the church office.
• We are also seeking volunteers to serve in a variety of ways prior to and at the luncheon on December 17.
Kindly contact the church office for more information.

Watch for information to come about
the Giving Trees for 2021
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Preschool and Kids/Youth Ministry
The Wheaton Fire Department visited the
First Pres Preschool last month for Fire Safety month.
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SHINE!, a new midweek program for K-8th grade, started on
October 13, and is held on Wednesdays from 5:00-6:30 p.m.
Kids share a meal together, play games and learn about a
Bible story through art, science,cooking and mission activities.
Genesis Middle Schoolers enjoyed pizza and played some
fun games including a scavenger hunt throughout the church.

High School Ministry
Fall Retreat – November 19-21
We are excited to go on our fall retreat this year on November 19-21! We will be at the
Stronghold Camp for a jam-packed weekend of fellowship, games and bonfires, while diving
into God’s word. Join us for a weekend to make memories that will last a lifetime! Friends
are invited to make sure to spread the word! Register at: firstpreswheaton.org/Retreat
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Confirmation SUNDAY
November 7

Confirmation Class of Fall 2021
In our time together, Confirmands have learned about what it means to be a disciple of Jesus and how
we show Christ's love in our world, as well as learning about what it means to be members of our faith
community.
Our confirmation group of 12 consists of a really great group of kids and we are lucky to have so many
thoughtful and engaged young people here at First Pres. Please pray for this group, that they would
know God's love in new and powerful ways as they learn about our church and the Christian faith and
that they would feel welcomed into membership in this faith community.
Confirmands: Ella Brash, Mason Carroll, Lauren Coyne, Deven Hinson, Lucie Hirsch,
Josh Lockard, Mark Martillaro, Lauren Mead, Matt Mitchell, Nora Rench, Abby Schroeder, and
Blake Spires
								– Colleen Powell
								
Confirmation Coordinator

Christmas Social
Sunday, December 5 at 4:00 p.m.
at the home of Carol Brcka
A-J Bring appetizers
K-Z Bring dessert or a bottle of wine
Kindly RSVP to the church office by Wednesday, December 1.
A donation of feminine hygiene products will be collected for PADS.
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Camerata Chicago
Chamber Orchestra & Choir

CALENDAR

The current
calendar for
First Pres events
is now available
on the church
website.

Handel's Messiah
Hallelujah Chorus
and Zadok the Priest

firstpreswheaton.org/calendar

Saturday December 11
3:00 p.m.
College Church in Wheaton
Website | Tickets
Use coupon code FPWH
for a 25% discount.
Children go for free!

Boy Scout Troop 23
2021 Wreath Sales
Online wreath sales are available until December 15,
with limited selection. Please contact Doug Kurtz at
dougkurtz@sbcglobal.net or Julee Lockard at
juleelockard@gmail.com for ordering information.
Our annual Wreath Laying Ceremony in honor of Pearl
Harbor Day will be held on Saturday, December 4 at
10:00 a.m. at the Wheaton Cemetery, 1209 Warrenville
Road in Wheaton. All are invited to attend.

Enjoy the outstanding musical artistry of Camerata
Chicago!
• Sing along with the Hallelujah Chorus
• Elite orchestra and choir with top Chicago area
musicians
• Four wonderful soloists: Josefien Stoppelenburg,
Lauren Decker, Jonathan Johnson and Gerard
Sundberg
• Generously sponsored by the Tyndale House
Foundation
* All concertgoers of age 16 and under can go free with a paying
adult. Discount coupons available online only – not at the door.
This event is not sponsored by or a function of College Church.

November Book Club
Thursday, November 18 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
Beheld by TaraShea Nesbit
Ten years after the Mayflower pilgrims arrived, Plymouth is not the land its residents had
imagined. Seemingly established on a dream of religious freedom, in reality the town is led
by fervent puritans who prohibit the residents from living, trading, and worshipping as they
choose. By the time an unfamiliar ship, bearing new colonists, appears on the horizon,
Anglican outsiders have had enough. Beheld, by Tarshea Nesbit, is about a murder and a
trial, about the Mayflower Pilgrims and the Plymouth Colony. Read this timely book and join
your FPC book club for a great Thanksgiving discussion. Contact the office for Zoom code.
Everyone is welcome!
Church Office Hours: Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Office closed on November 25 & 26.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
of Wheaton

10

715 North Carlton Avenue, Wheaton, Illinois 60187
Phone: 630-668-5147
www.firstpreswheaton.org office@firstpreswheaton.org

